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1743 October 13, 1899 

Eleven vessels were inspected on arrival, and 8. on departure during 
the week. Disinfected the schooner Iolanthe September 30, previous to 
departure for Mobile, Ala. 

Santa Cruz. — Dr. Juan R. Xiques reports no deaths during the week, 
no contagious diseases. Ten vessels were inspected during the week. 

Trinidad. — Dr. Alejandro Cantero reports 12 deaths during the week, 

3 from malaria and 3 from intestinal diseases, no contagious diseases. 

Four vessels were inspected at Casilda during the week. yjgfj, 

Tunas. — Dr. Francisco Ravella reports no deaths during the week, no 

contagious diseases. Six vessels were inspected during the week. 

Respectfully, yours, J. M. Lindsley, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 
The Suegeon- General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Disinfection of baggage from Havana to the United States. 

Havana, Cuba, September 29, 1899. 
Sie : Complying with your letter of September 11, "G," concerning 
baggage for northern points shipped through southern territory, I have 
the honor to state that all such baggage is disinfected here. There is 
very little such baggage, and our facilities are, therefore, sufficient to 
handle it. 

Respectfully, yours, M. J. Rosenau, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Report from Havana. 

Havana, Cuba, October 2, 1899. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report for the week 
ended September 30, 1899 : 

There have been 9 cases of yellow fever and 4 deaths from the disease 
reported for the week. Of these cases 8 were Spaniards and 1 Ameri- 
can. The sick Spaniards were, with one exception, all newly arrived, 
having been in the island from one month to two years. 

Of special interest is the history in the case of Jose Garcia Rubio, age 
23, a native of Asturia, Spain. He came to Havana in August, 1889, 
and for the first four and one-half years was employed in a grocery 
store at Calzada del Monte, a suburb of this city. He proves continu- 
ous residence in Havana for the past ten years by his volunteer papers. 
He states that in 1890 (he does not remember the month) he was taken 
sick at the home of a relative in Regla, his physician making a diagno- 
sis of yellow fever. He is sure he had black vomit. On September 23, 
1899, he was taken sick and a diagnosis of yellow fever was made, offi- 
cially, by the board of experts on the 27th. 

This second attack is a very mild one. On the third day of the dis- 
ease the hospital records show that the urine presented traces of albu- 
men ; 0.25 per cent on the fourth, and none on the sixth day. 

This case presents two very interesting points, (1) two attacks of 
yellow fever within a period of eight years ; (2) if his statement regard- 
ing his illness in 1890 is an error, then he has had a continuous resi- 
dence in an infected focus for ten years before an attack of the disease. 

Such rare exceptions to immunity by one attack of yellow fever no 
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doubt do occur ; but in the records of this office (covering a period of 
many years) showing and recording the names of many thousand 
immune persons, there is no mention made of an instance of a second 
attack in one individual, and I think I can safely say that no sanitary 
department in the world has as complete and voluminous records of 
yellow fever immunes. 

Eegarding length of residence in an infected focus before an attack, 
the experience of medical officers of the Service here is that a foreigner 
usually gets yellow fever before the third year. This fact is well shown 
in the proofs of immunity furnished us by a large number of Spaniards 
seeking employment on vessels carrying immune crews. 

There are 1 or 2 cases, I am told, well known to the profession in 
this cityj in which an attack of the disease occurred after more than ten 
years' residence in Havana; but such exceptions, I think, are almost as 
rare as a second attack of the disease in the same individual. 

The Ward Line steamer Vigilancia arrived here from Mexico on the 
morning of September 28, 1899. and was immediately placed in quaran- 
tine. It will -be remembered that this vessel arrived here from New 
York September 11, and that 1 of the passengers (Sister Maria Ange- 
helas, from France) was taken sick on the day of arrival and sent to the 
hospital, dying six days after of yellow fever. We could only explain 
this by believing the Vigilancia to be infected ; therefore, I deemed it 
prudent to disinfect the vessel here before she sailed for New York. 
She was sent to sea to clean up, as she was very dirty on account of 
having brought cattle from Mexico All baggage, clothing, bedding, 
etc., were disinfected by steam; cabins by formaldehyd ; the steerage, 
forecastle, and holds being washed down with bichloride solution. Nine 
nonimmunes bound for this port were detained five days on the Iris, a 
small steamer chartered for the purpose by the company. 

The land disinfecting plant, under charge of Asst. Surg. S. B. Grubbs, 
has been in continuous use ever since its erection. The finishing touches 
to the building have been delayed owing to a general strike which was 
in force for several days. The second chamber is now in position and 
a good working battery will soon be in use. Last week this plant dis- 
infected 47 bags of mail. Each bag was opened ; the letters exposed 
on racks and subjected to one hour dry heat at 80° C. plus a high per- 
centage of dry formaldehyd, in partial vacuum. Many empty mail 
sacks were disinfected by steam, and 107 bags of mail in transit were 
fornialiniz&l by sprinkling. 

I have to report another case of yellow fever at the Machina. The 
patient spent sufficient time in town to account for his infection. This 
Service is disinfecting the room occupied by the man during his illness. 

The Protector has been kept busy during the week disinfecting bag- 
gage and 9 vessels. (See weekly report.) 

I made a tour of the harbor last Saturday. The harbor seemed quite 
empty. At the Talliapedro Wharf there were only 2 American schoon- 
ers, discharging lumber, and in that part of the harbor known as 
"dead man's hole" only 1 cattle schooner. 

I inclose usual mortality report for the week, and a very interesting 
report, given me by Major Davis, of yellow fever in Havana for the 
month of September. 

Respectfully, yours, M. «T. RoSENAXJ, 

Tossed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. S. 8 

The Suegeon-Genbbal, 

77. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 
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[Inclosure No. 1.] 
Mortality table for the city of Havana for the week ended September SO, 1899. 
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[Inclosure No. 2.] 
Report of yellow fever eases and deaths for the month of September, 1899. 



General data — 

Remaining from August 18 

Taken sick during month 54 

Total 72 

Deaths 18 

Recoveries 42 

Under treatment Oct. 1 12 

Total 72 



Cases on hand October 1, 1899 — 
At hospitals as follows : 

Las Animas 4 

La Benefica 1 

Quinta de Dependientes 5 

Quinta de Covadongo 1 

Machina Hospital 1 

Total 12 
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